
Finding Wonder in Nature
Intersection of Nature & Poetry



Finding 
Patterns

1. pleasing repetition of shapes

2. dynamic spacing of elements in a scene

Shape repetition: a grove of trees in a spring forest or 
a series of stacked mountain ridges. Patterns can be 
parallel, as in a grove of trees, and can exhibit a certain 
symmetry. 

Blue Ridge Parkway Mountain 
National Park, North Carolina



Mount Everest



Grand Canyon



Northern Lights



Finding Patterns

Diverging patterns:

Involve one or more 

shapes that diverge from 

the rest—imagine a grove 

of trees aligning vertically, 

except for one tree that is 

tilted at a diagonal angle. 





There is almost no end to possible 

pattern subjects in nature: 

• a patch of wildflowers

• textured or weathered wood

• the details of a bird’s feathers

• bubbles in ice

• shapes carved in a beach by a 

retreating tide



Bird Feathers



…As for spiders, how the dew 

hangs in their webs

even if they say nothing, or

seem to say nothing.

So fancy is the world, who 

knows, maybe they sing.”

- “This World” , Mary Oliver



Dynamic Patterns

• passing clouds

• flock of birds

• flowing water can 

converge or interact in 

compelling patterns.



Cloud Patterns



Red autumn leaf may break 
up the pattern of crisscrossing 
green ferns. 

Reflections of different colors 
in moving water can create 
dynamic abstracts. 

Transitions between sunlit 
and shadow areas also create 
layers and shapes.

Patterns: 

at the interplay of 

color and light



Random patterns

Lichen splotches 

on a rock—are 

more chaotic, but 

to a patient eye, 

subtle patterns 

can emerge from 

the randomness. 



Spacing in Patterns



Poetry & 
Nature

“The poet’s gaze, their observation 

and insight and word play, can bring 

the outdoors to us in ways we hadn’t 

considered, ways we might not have 

known to look. 

A good poem on nature 

slows us down. 

It reminds us of the dirt we walk on, 

the trees we pass by, the birds 

overhead, the hands that have tilled 

and planted, the survival of seeds—of 

animals, of humans…”







Meet ….
Poet Mary Oliver: 

• Mary Oliver called herself a 

“praise poet.” 

• She was a keen observer in 

praise of life and beings of the 

Earth and her response to it all. 

• She was influenced by Keats, 

Blake, and Whitman but 

Emerson and Thoreau moved 

her deeply. “A reverent communion 
with the natural world”



Mary Oliver made poetry accessible 

according to the Washington Post

“Her writing possessed an unassuming insight, a simplicity of expression, 
and a depth of feeling that was particular to her and that made her one of 

the country’s best-selling poets.”

Mary Oliver, believed poetry ‘Mustn’t be fancy; 

before she passed at age 83 in January 2019.” 

Source: https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2019/04/mary-oliver-poems-moccasin-flowers/588226/
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